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HOMELESSNESS WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Homelessness 

MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Minister for Homelessness) [1.28 pm]: I am pleased to rise to advise the house on some 
of the significant activities during this year’s Homelessness Week, from 1 August to 5 August. Homelessness Week 
is an important week to bring together government, the community sector and other stakeholders to both reflect 
on the success we have had and acknowledge the challenges that lie ahead. I want to sincerely thank the sector for 
the great work that it does in addressing homelessness and making a tangible difference in people’s lives. This year’s 
theme was “Housing, Health and Homelessness”. As we know, homelessness often intersects with a range of deep 
traumas, including drug and alcohol dependence, family and domestic violence, and mental health or other trauma. 
This is why our government has invested in a clear, evidence-based approach to homelessness. We understand that 
to address homelessness we need to address these issues, along with providing housing. Unless we can achieve 
this, we are not fully able to address homelessness. As a government we are investing around $225 million this 
year directly in homelessness supports, including to run facilities like Boorloo Bidee Mia. Investments such as this 
make a real difference in people’s lives. 

This Homelessness Week I was fortunate enough to visit many people and service providers. I met with Ruah 
Community Services, St Patrick’s Community Support Centre and local government outreach services. I met 
people experiencing homelessness and spoke to people in the sector about what is being experienced on the ground. 
It is critical and important that we bring people together across sectors to work towards solutions and coordinated 
responses to homelessness, and Homelessness Week is a great facilitator for this. Seeing the difference that we 
can make when we come together is what gets me up in the morning, and I know it is what drives many people in 
the sector, too. 

I just want to finish by giving a shout-out to Michelle Mackenzie from Shelter WA, who will be ending up very 
soon. I want to personally thank her for her hard work and advocacy in the homelessness space and say how good 
it has been to work with such an outstanding leader in the sector supporting the most vulnerable people in 
Western Australia. 
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